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Interpreting the Yoon Suk—yeol Martial Law Incident and the

Subsequent Political Turmoil from a Populist Perspective

Abstract At least since 2016, populism has been on the rise in the society of
ROK. The most common feature of populism is a sense of the opposition between “pure
people” and “corrupt elites”. People of ROK have a clear sense of opposition between
“people and elites”, and their anger towards vested interest groups continues to rise.
The occurrence of the martial law incident in ROK is largely caused by the lack of
political literacy of Yoon Suk-yeol, his election is largely due to his image and
characteristics and the continued rise of populisn in society of ROK in recent years. The
martial law incident and the following political turmoil further induced populism in
ROK. Not only that, after the martial law incident, Yoon Suk-yeol directly incited the
extreme right-wing crowd in order to call on supporters, leading the re-polarization of
public opinion. This martial law incident is an opportunity to reflect on populism.

Keywords Populism; Martial Law Incident; Yoon Suk-yeol; Domestic Politics of
ROK
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