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Abstract The Pahlavi Dynasty was the starting point of modern Iran. In order to resist
foreign enemies and make Iran prosperous economically and strong militarily Shah Reza Khan
kicked off the modernization process of Iran. In the respect of ethnic policy Shah Reza Khan
launched the Persianization Campaign as a measure for modern nation-state building to
systemically transform Iranian Azerbaijanis and other ethnic minorities. However such a
campaign intensified ethnic confrontation between the Persians and the Azerbaijanis and other
ethnic minorities thus triggering the rise of nationalism on the part of the latter. As Iran was
still poor and weak during this period it could not act independently on its state sovereignty and
domestic affairs. In terms of ethnic policy Shah was not the sole decisive factor in modern
nation-state building. After the outbreak of World War II the Soviet Union chose to support
Iranian Azerbaijanis in their fight against the Central Government for its own benefits. With
Soviet support and protection nationalism among Iranian Azerbaijanis began to thrive with an
attempt to establish the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan. Although this political attempt of
Iranian Azerbaijanis ended in failure due to the Soviet policy shift it has sown the seed of
rejuvenation of Azerbaijan nationalism in Iran. As a result Iranian Azerbaijanis whose ethnic
interests had been severely violated became the vanguards of the Iranian Islamic Revolution

that eventually overthrew the Pahlavi Dynasty.
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