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have brought serious obstacles to the promotion of the economic transformation strategy of the GCC countries.
However, the investment environment of GCC countries is undergoing many changes, which are mainly reflected
in the gradual integration of business rules with international standards, the obvious increase in investment
opportunities and operating costs, and the significant increase in social security risks.

Keywords: GCC, economic transformation, investment environment

Iraq’s Political Reconstruction

Zhao Jianming

Abstract: After the victory against the Islamic State (ISIS), Iraq embarked on a new journey of political
reconstruction. The goal and task of the reconstruction is to reunite Iraqis, and to integrate Iraq into one
centripetal and cohesive country, which has been torn apart by sectarian politics, the Islamic State, and Iraqi
Kurds. During the process of the political reconstruction, sectarian conflicts, Kurdish separation,
Hezbollahization of the Popular Militias Forces (PMFs), and protection of the vulnerable groups are the biggest
challenges to Iraq. Under the guidance of the Multi-Pluralistic Balance Theory, President Saleh has pursued the
policies such as negotiating with Kurdish government, promoting the return of exiled Sunni leaders, inviting the
Vatican Pope Francis to visit Iraq, and enacting the New Election Law. These policies have achieved positive
results for the political reconstruction of Iraq.

Keywords: multi-pluralistic balance theory, sectarian politics, new election law, PMF’s Hezbollahization, Ali

al-Sistani

The Dilemma of Reconciliation between the Afghan Government and the Taliban

Ma Yong

Abstract: Since the official opening of the Afghan internal negotiations, the dilemma of reconciliation between
the Afghan government and the Taliban has become increasingly prominent. The progress of peace talks is very
difficult, and each side denies the legitimacy of the other. The two sides have different opinions about
comprehensive ceasefire, constitution, regime and elections. The US is the most important external promoter of
the peace and reconciliation process in Afghanistan, as well as the most important external factor that causes the
dilemma of reconciliation between the Afghan government and the Taliban. It is difficult to address the dilemma
of reconciliation between the Afghan government and the Taliban in a short time.

Keywords: Afghan government, Taliban, dilemma of reconciliation, performance, reasons
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