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The Exchange and Attribution Logic of International Credibility Generation in Foreign Aid
ZHAO Lei ZHANG Xiao—xu -3

Abstract : Nowadays , the international society is in unrest,, with mutual distrust among states increasing. Therefore , the construction of international
credibility has become a state’s priority and a challenge in its international cooperation. As a form of economic diplomacy , foreign aid is an eftective way
to establish such credibility. In this research , a theoretical framework is constructed to explain how international credibility is generated in foreign aid. The
framework is composed of an exchange structure , an attribution mechanism and commitment fulfillment. The exchange structure can be sub—divided into
a negotiated exchange structure and a reciprocal exchange structure. A donor state can obtain different types of international credibility by honoring its
commitments in different exchange structures. In the negotiated exchange structure, a recipient state tends to attribute the donor state’s aid behavior to
situational factors and perceives the relationship between them as a transactional one. As a result, the donor state acquires commodity—style credibility. In
a reciprocal exchange structure , a recipient state tends to attribute the donor state’s aid to dispositions and regards their relationship as a social one. In this
case , the donor state gains identity—style credibility. The level of international credibility depends on which exchange structure is chosen. This article
provides empirical proof for this theoretical framework by analyzing the cases of Chinese and the European Union’s aids to Africa since the 1970s. It
could be found that we should uphold justice while pursuing interests in our foreign aid and make efforts to establish a reciprocal exchange structure , so
as to gain and maintain a high level of international credibility.

Key Words : Foreign Aid ; International Credibility ; Exchange Structure ; Attribution Mechanism ; Commitment Fulfillment
Autonomy and Coordination in the Strategic Interaction among China , the United States, Russia, and Europe
——On the Paths of Prevention Bloc Confrontation GU Wei +21-

Abstract : The development of the China—U.S.—Russia—Europe relations has an important impact on the once—in—a—century changes. The United
States builds a coalition to compete with China. The United States and Europe are in serious confrontation with Russia due to the Ukraine issue. And
Sino—Russian relations remain stable. These trends showing the differentiation and coalition—driven competition of great powers are not conducive to the
stability of the international order. In order to prevent coalition—driven competition , it is necessary to find an effective path on the basis of grasping the
interaction logic of the four—parties. This article builds an unified framework that incorporates the two dimensions of autonomy and coordination. Based
on the level of autonomy and the strength of coordination , this framework divides the great powers into four situations : independent with assistance ,
independent without assistance , subordinate/follow , and subordinate/isolated. With the most favorable situation which is independent with assistance , the
great power has maintained a high degree of autonomy while developing strong coordination with others. The decline or absence of any dimension may
prompt great powers to adjust their policies. The EU, who is lack of capabilities , will not only continue to enhance its overall strategic autonomy , but
will also strengthen external cooperation with other great powers. The United States is not only continuing to enhance its competitiveness , but also
revitalizing alliances and returning coordination. Autonomy is a sensitive source of China—Russia strategic partnership of coordination , but the way to
reduce vulnerability and sensitivity is still to respect each other’s autonomy and enhance the positive effect of autonomy on coordination. Autonomy and
coordination are the core logic of the strategic interaction among China , the United States, Russia, and Europe. The two dimensions are inseparable. The
differentiation and coalition—driven competition of great powers will damage autonomy and rigidify coordination , which is not in line with the interests
of all parties. Valuing autonomy and developing diverse and openly coordination will help prevent coalition building.

Key Words : Autonomy ; Coordination ; Coalition ; China—U.S.—Russia—Europe Relations ; Alliance ; Partnership
The Evolutionary Logic and Prospect of Geopolitical Spatial Discourse ZHANG Wei—wei +39 -+

Abstract : Traditional geopolitics has a set of theoretical assumptions on the issue of space. The alienation leads to spatial exclusion , which leads to
competition. Endless contention gradually turns space into closed , and competitors want to control closed space alone. The control of closed space has
become an effective way to guarantee national security and power growth. This simple logic was rigid in theory and fails in practice, and has been
criticized by postmodernism as an instrument of imperialist policy. It is theoretically appropriate to explore the opening and sharing of space. First of all,
rethinking the meaning of "space" and constructing a new knowledge system of "space" , then analyzing the geopolitical path of space opening and sharing.
Finally , the space community of shared future is used to realize the protection of space opening and sharing.

Key Words : Spatial Discourse ; Spatial Exclusion ; Spatial Control ; Opening and Sharing of Space ; Protection
From Countering North Korea’s Nuclear Weapons to Containing China : Transformation of the Core Goals of the U.S.-Japan—
ROK Trilateral Cooperation ZHANG Chi +52-

Abstract : Since the post—Cold War era, the main target of the U.S.—Japan—ROK trilateral cooperation has always been the "North Korean nuclear
threat". However , after Biden was elected as the U.S. president, the trilateral cooperation began to "contain China", that is, its trend began to shift from
confronting the "North Korea nuclear threat" to responding to the "China challenge" : the attitudes of the U.S., Japan, and South Korea’s intervention in
Taiwan and the South China Sea issues gradually became public, the willingness to form economic and technological alliances against China grew , the
practical cooperation under the "Quad+" framework increased , and the Indo—Pacific strategies of the three countries also demonstrate a certain degree of
convergence. The reasons for "containing China" include the U.S. diplomatic agenda resetting and strategic means adjustment, as well as the domestic
political changes and policy adjustment in Japan and ROK. In the near future, under the context of the Biden Administration’s continuous enrichment of
the"Indo—Pacific strategy" , the trend of "containing China" in the U.S.—Japan—ROK trilateral cooperation may continue to be maintained or even
strengthened. However , constrained by factors such as lacking consensus in ROK , the Japan—ROK contradictions , the deadlock in the Korean peninsula ,
and vacuousness of the "Indo—Pacific Economic Framework" , the trilateral cooperation will not succeed in "containing China". Therefore , China should
take communication as its priority , reduce the US strategic misjudgment and improve China—Japan—ROK relations, so as to find a path of coexistence
with the trilateral cooperation.

Key Words: U.S.—Japan—ROK Trilateral Cooperation ; the Biden Administration ; Indo—Pacific Strategy ; North Korean Nuclear Threat; Containing China
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